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decorative side of this early furniture, in the form of paintings on the panels.
It was in 1857, while on a visit to Oxford, where he was helping to decorate the walls of the Union Society, that Morris met his future wife, Miss Jane Burden. So it is not surprising that he spent most of his time in Oxford until his marriage in 1859.
In 1858 he had published his first volume, the hook of poems collected under the title of " The Defence of Guenevere and other Poems." It has probably been more read than any of his poems ; but at the time of its appearance, was almost ignored by the general public; and even the praise of Robert Browning could not encourage Morris to write any more poetry for a long time—until he began " The Earthly Paradise " in 1866. " The Defence of Guenevere " volume is packed with gems of drama, of melody, and sheer beauty. It probably holds more real poetry than any of Morris's other work in verse, unless, perhaps, " Love is Enough." The very genius of the man is shown in the mere range from the stately tale of " The Defence " and the " King Arthur's Tomb " to the graceful ballad form of " The Eve of Crecy " beginning:
" Gold on her head and gold on her feet And gold where the hems of her kirtle meet, And a golden girdle round my sweet;— Ah qu'elle est belle La Marguerite."
His philosophy of life comes out in such lines as:
" Skies, earth, men's looks and deeds, all that has past, Not being ourselves, in that half sleep, half strife, (Strange sleep, strange strife) that men call living. ..."